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and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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The Business Committee of the Reconstruction Department of the World 
Council of Churches met in Geneva June 19-20, 1947. Much time was devoted 
to different actions and new projets of help. After careful consideration 
of the present situation in Europe, the Committee passed the following re- 
solution: 


"Two years after the war's end there are still millions of people in all 
European nations who are far worse off than at any time since the beginning 
of the war. This year's harvest will not materially improve the situation in 
at least three or four entire countries, to say nothing of the hunger areas 
in almost all of them, The hoped-for turning point has not come, in fact next 
winter and spring may prove to be the worst yet. 


Especially the old, the orphaned, the homeless, the crippled and those 
who are otherwise handicapped stand in danger of being neglected, if the 
Christian Churches in Europe fail them. But these Churches depend almost 
entirely upon help from abroad to supply the needs of their charitable insti- 
tutions and to ensure the continuation of feeding schemes for children, 
students and old people. The care of Europe's hungry and desperate people is 
not only the business of Burope's Churches, but must be the concern of Christ- 
ians everywhere who share the responsibility for peace. 


The Reconstruction Department of the World Council of Churches appeals - 
before the advent of another winter - for increased contributions of food and 
clothing to feed those who are truly hungry and clothe those who are almost 
literally naked in post-war Europe." E.P.o. Geneva 


International Broadcast on Relief in Europe 


Ten international relief orgmisations are cooperating in an Internation- 
al Centre for Relief to Civil Populations and arrangements for broadcasts to 
Europe and America are being made by a collaborator of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. These ten organisations comprise the Internation- 
al Committee of the Red Cross, the World Council of Churches, the OSE Union 
of Societies for Child Care, Health and Hygiene among Jews, the World's Ycung 
Women's Christian Association, the World Alliance of Young Men's Christian 
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Associations, the Friends Service Committee (Quakers), the Catholic Inter- 
national Welfare Conference, the International Union for Child Welfare, the 
European Student Relief Fund, 


Bach Monday evening a five-minute short wave broadcast will be sent in 
English for America and England by one of the organisations, and every Sunday 
morning two five-minute broadcasts will be made to Europe. The latter will 
usually be in French or German, but occasionally also in English. 


fhe Werld Council's first broadcast will be on Jume 30, at 20.55 Eastern 
Standard Time for America and England. Dr Stewart Herman, Assistant Director 
of the Reconstruction Department, will be interviewed on the subjetct: "How 
the World Council of Churches helps the German Churches Help Themselves", 
On Sunday July 6, the same interview will be broedcast in German for Europe 
at &.40, Geneva time. At 8.35 on that Sunday the International Union for 
Child Welfare will broadcast to Europe in French, Under the present arrange- 
ment, each of the ten organisations broadcasts to America once every ten weeks, 
and to Europe once every five weeks, The Sunday morning broadcasts may be 
heard on wave length 47m28. The short wave broadcasts are transmitted in 
three different wave-length: 31m46 or 9.535 megacyclés, 25m28 or 11.865 mega- 


eycles, 19m59 or 15.315 mepacycles. E.P.S. Geneva 
KOREA Shinto Shrines Transformed into Christian Churches 


Rev. C.C. Amendt, a Methodist missionary who recently returned to Seoul 
from the United States, reports about the Church's possibilities in Korea, 
He has made a number of "jeep trips" into the countryside and found a hearty 
welcome from the Koreans and their Churches. 


"We are thankful for the progess that has been made, he said, for the 
crowded churches and for the unparalleled opportunity before us today. This 
past week I did what I never thought I or any one else would ever do in Korea 
- I preached in a Shinto shrine, now a Christiam church. Not long ago I 
preached in a thriving new church that had formerly been a Japanese Buddhist 
temple. The great Easter union service for all denominations, Koreans ad 
American G.I.s Was on the site of the most fanous Shinto shrine in the land 
- a symbol of the complete change and religious freedom that has come to the 
Korean people. The challenge of such a time of fluidity and change is beyond 


the power of words to express," EsPeds Geneva 
Usvarelts Pa Orthodox Congress To Be Held 


The Moscow Patriarchate has invited the different Orthodox Churches to 
send delegates to a meeting to be held in Moscow in the Autumn of 1947. This 
pan-Orthodox Congress will discuss the following issues: 


1. The relationships between the Vatican and the Orthodox Church during 
the last thirty years; 

2. The attitude of Orthodoxy towards the ecumenical movements 

3. The question of recognition of the Anglican orders; 


4, The relations of the Armenian Gregorian Church, the Syrian Jacobite 
Church, the Ethiopian Church, the Syrian Chaldean Church with the Orthodox 
Church; 
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5. The Russian Orthodox Church and canonical concenrs such as the 
calendar, the reception of apostate clergy, etc. 


During his recent visit to Roumania, early in June, Patriarch Alexis 
of Moscow, refering to the coming Orthodox Congress, deolared that "an 
Orthodox front is a necessity which must be realised. We should be conscious 
of the great truth that the Orthodox Church is powerful. For this reason, 
these Eastern Churches will form, without doubt, a front to be overcome by 
none. I trust, he said, that God will bless the work of this Congress and 
that He will overcome all perils in our way. However, for the Moscow con- 
ference to be successful, we must study the problems beforehand. If we do 
this with all seriousness, God will bless us, and in place of the Hastern 
Churches we shall have a united Orthodox ecumenical living Church.! 

HP oe Geneva 


UNITED STATES A New Split in the Russian Orthodox Church 


Archbishop Vitali of New York has been named "Ruling Archbishop of the 
American and Canadim Dioceses of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia", 
The appointment was made by the "Synod of Bishops at Munich" (Germany), head- 
ed by the Metropolitan Anasthasius., This group is "opposed to any form of 
relationship with the Moscow Patriarchate so long as the Communist regime re- 
mains in power", 


Formerly in charge of the Hastern diocese of the Russian Orthodox Ghurch 
in America headed by Metropolitan Theophilus of San Francisco, Archbishop 
Vitali recently broke away from that body in protest against proposed recon- 
ciliation with the “apostate Red Church" in Russia. He was joined by three 
other prelates. Their jurisdiction extends over five or six parishes, where- 
as the other bishops control roughly 350 parishes, with an estimated member- 
ship of up to 500,000. HeP.o. Geneva 


New Development in Orthodox Churches 


Following the decision taken by Archbishop Vladimir, head of the Russian 
speaking Churches in western Europe, to enter under the jurisdiction of the 
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople (see E.P.S. No, 12), the Patriarch of 
Moscow and All Russia published an ukag saying: 


"a) Archbishop Vladimir and Bishops Joann and Nikon are to be excluded 
from the ranks of the clergy of the Russian Church; Bishop Nikon is also to 
be deprived of the title of Bishop of Sergievsk, which right he received from 
the Russian Church as vicar of the Exarch of the Moscow Patriarchate. 


b) The afore-mentioned Archbishop and Bishops, as well as all the clergy 
that has joined them, are to be deprived of the right to call themselves 
clergy of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


c) All the clergy thus having separated itself and therefore no more in 
communion with the Russian Orthodox Church is instructed to cease from public 
intercession during church services for the Patriarch of Moscow and All 
Russia Alexis, this being an act of hypocrisy." E.P.o. Geneva 
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AUSTRALIA Discussion on Jntercommuion 


The Australian Intercommunion Group, which consists cf Anglicans and the 
members of several Non-conformmist denominations in Australia, has been dis- 
cussing problems of reunion, 


The group has agreed that the Nicene Creed should be recognised as a 
general statement of Christian belief; that the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
should always be administered with the elements ordained by Christ, and with 
the use of His words of itistitution. It has further been agreeed that there 
should be general interchange of ministerial commissions, it being understood 
that the acceptance of a wider ministerial commission does not in any sense 
imply re-ordination. To meet the problem the Archbishop of Brisbane, -Dr 
Halse, devides this formula: 


"Receive the Holy Ghost for the fuller exercise of Christ's ministry and 
priesthood in the Church of God; and for a wider and more effectual service 
therein take thou authority to preach the Word of God to fulfil the ministry 
of reconciliation, and to minister Christ's Sacraments in the congregations 
whereunto thou shalt be further called or regularly appointed, And see that 
thou stir up the grace bestowed upon thee in the Call of God and by the lay- 
ing-on of hands," 


The formula has been submitted to scholars of all the communions con- 
cerned, and has received a wide measure of approval. It is now under con- 
sideration by the Consultative Committee of the Lambeth Conference. 

E.P.o. Geneva 


Preparatory Meeting for 1948 Assembly of World Council 


The various courses and gatherings which have recently been held at the 
Ecumenical Institute at Bossey have, during the past week, been followed by a 
conference of outstanding importance. Members of the four Commissions re- 
sponsible for the preparations in connection with the Assembly of the world 
Council, arranged for the summer of 1948 at Amsterdam, met at Bossey from 
June 23-27, Fifty delegates from 13 countries met under the chairmanship of 
Professor H.P. Vm Dusen of New York, chairman of the Study Department Com- 
mission, in order to carry out the tasks assigned to them by the Provisional 
Committee of the World Council at its meeting in February 1946. 


In his opening address Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of 
the World Council, pointed out that this preparatory conference might indeed 
be regarded as the beginning of the Assembly itsclf. The meeting at amster- 
dam will be the first official meeting of the member Churches. There the 
different currents of the ecumenical movement, Life and Work, Faith and Order, 
Missions, Younger Churches, will all converge towards the same goal. 


What is this goal? The Assembly will have four main tasks, 1) a con- 
stitutional task, which encompasses the wide spiritual range of the Churches; 
2) an administrative task which embraces not only the work already in hand 
but also that opening up in the future; 3) consideration of the message of 
the Churches concerning the grave issues of our time; 4) examination of 
questions of common interest which the Churches may raise. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


httos://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin. 1947-06-28 14 25 
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The tremendous amount of work involved could not be accomplished during 
the few days of the conference at Amsterdam; preparatory work must be done 
from now on and this is why the study commissions were set up. The conference 
at Bossey marks one stage towards the Assembly. 


After having described how the work at Amsterdam will be divided and 
having explained the different categories of those taking part, Dr Visser 't 
Hooft underlined that at Amsterdam the official church leaders and the theo- 
logians or other Christian thinkers should each make their full contribution, 
so that both the dangers of abstractness and of ecclesiasticism may bz avoid- 
ed. He went on to show that the Assembly should show to the Churches which 
will perhaps not be represented, that they have a place in the ecumenical 
movement and that the Council takes their problems seriously. The Council is 
not the concern only of the western Churches, but wishes to be truly ecumenic- 
al, a state which cannot be realised without the Orthodox Churches, for ex- 
ample, and other Churches not represented. One fundamental point is that the 
Assembly must speak a language understood by all and must reveal what changes 
are needed in the Churches in order that the world may see that they under- 
stand the secret of renewal. 


Professor Var Dusen pointed out that the preparatory work, when taken 
all together, like that of the Assembly itself, should all be directed toward 
the renewal and unity of the Churches. However imperfect they may be, it is 
on that condition that the assembly will be able to become an instrument in 
the hands of God. It must be remembered that the difficulties to be overcome 
are many, whether they are difficulties of language, of different theological 
points of view, or of geographical distance. 


The work prepared by the four Study Commissions was studied during the 
conference with a view to its improvement or modification before it is sub- 
mitted to delegates for examination. Consideration was also given to the 
findings of the Biblical Commission which will be collected and published under 
the title, "The Biblical Authority for the Churches! Social and Political 
Message Today", This will be the basis of work for the four Commissions. 

The authority of the Bible is acknowledged as the source of our message for, 
as Pastor Nils Ehrenstrém, Director of the Study Department, said in conclud- 
ing his address, only Christ can ensure, by a miracle, that the Assembly is 
not a failure. E.P.o. Geneva 


Organisation of the Armenian Church in Western Hurope 


The Apostolic Delegate of the Catholicos of the Armenian Church (Erivan) 
Archbishop Artavazd Surmeyan, who is at present engaged in reorganising the 
Armenian diocese in Western Europe, has been received in London by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury and the leading members of the Church of England Council 
on Foreign Relations. The subject of the discussion was the question of 
future relations between the Church of England and the Armenian Church. 


Archbishop Artavazd Surmeyan will arrange the first Diocesan Conference 
of the Western European countries at the end of October 1947, to be held in 
Paris and to be attended by delegates from 12 different dicceses, Meanwhile, 
the Archbishop will visit Armenian winorities in Bolgiwn, Holland and Switzer- 
Land. BePeoe Geneva 
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